1804 OFFICIAL NOTICES

16 March 2007

Department of Primary Industries

COAL MINE HEALTH AND SAFETY ACT 2002

Notice under Clause 94 of the Coal Mine Health and
Safety Regulation 2006

Specification of Stone Dust to be Used for the Treatment
of Roadway Dust

I, ROBERT REGAN, pursuant to Clause 94 of the Coal Mine
Health and Safety Regulation 2006, by this notice specify
the type and grade of stone dust to be used for the treatment
of roadway dust.

Stone dust shall be of the type or grade specified in this
notice and unless otherwise specified shall be applied in a
dry powdered state.

It is hereby notified the specification requirements for the
type and grade of stone dust to be used for the treatment of
roadway dust are as follows:

1. Stone dust must not contain more than 3% by mass
of free silica as determined by the Method for Free
Silica in Limestone Dust in “Guidelines for Coal Dust
Explosion, Prevention and Suppression”, publication

MDG 3006 MRT 5, published by the Department of
Mineral Resources; and

2. Stone dust must be of such fineness as determined
by the Method for Size Analysis of Stone Dust in
“Guidelines for Coal Dust Explosion, Prevention
and Suppression”, publication MDG 3006 MRT 5,
published by the Department of Mineral Resources;
that

2.1 not less than 95% by mass must pass through a
250 micrometre sieve, and

2.2 of the dry dust which passes through a 250
micrometre sieve, not less than 60% by mass and
not more than 80% by mass, must pass through a
75 micrometre sieve.

3. Due to research and industry trials demonstrating
that stone is less effective in suppressing coal
dust explosions when applied in a wet state, wet
stone dust may be applied only in the following
circumstances;

3.1 The operator shall prepare a risk assessment and
safe work procedure demonstrating that at least
an equivalent level of safety is being achieved.

3.2 Wherever wet stone dust is applied, controls to
treat float coal dust to ensure compliance with
clause 91 of the Coal Mine Health and Safety
Regulation 2006 shall be implemented.

3.3 The operator shall ensure that all appropriate
people are consulted.

3.4 The operator shall provide notice of intention to
apply wet stone dust to the Chief Inspector or his
delegate who may impose additional controls or
prohibit the use of wet stone dust.

Dated this 12th day of March 2007.

ROBERT REGAN,
Chief Inspector,
NSW Department of Primary Industries
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