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SAFETY ALERT

Driver injured during pipe unloading

INCIDENT

A truck driver sustained multiple fractures when struck by a bundle of pipes during
unloading operations on the surface of a mine.

CIRCUMSTANCES

Unloading of 150mm diameter pipe bundles was being conducted on the surface yard
area. The truck driver removed the restraints then stood beside the truck cabin,
adjacent to the load, while the mine site loader operator commenced unloading the
pipes. While bundles were being removed from the tray at the back of the truck an
adjacent bundle was dislodged. The dislodged bundle then struck the truck driver
knocking him to the ground and entrapping his foot.

INVESTIGATION

The relevant Inspector of Coal Mines has attended the mine and conducted inquiries
into the circumstances of the incident. Investigations are on-going.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Operators of coal mines should review their risks and controls for the unloading of
materials and equipment on the mine with particular emphasis on the location of people
as well as the amount and timing of load restraint removed during the unloading
process, in order to protect the people who work at the mine.

Operators should also review their arrangements for controlling access to site including
systems for establishing the competency of persons to engage in loading/unloading
activities.

NOTE: Please ensure all relevant people in your organisation receive a copy of this Safety Alert, and are
informed of its content and recommendations. This Safety Alert should be processed in a systematic manner
through the mine’s information and communication process. It should also be placed on the mine’s notice board.

Signed
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Rob Regan
DIRECTOR - MINE SAFETY OPERATIONS BRANCH
NSW TRADE AND INVESTMENT

View more safety alerts at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/minerals/safety/safety-alerts. If you would like to receive safety alerts
by email, enter your contact details at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/minerals/safety/signup
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