Resources Regulator
Department of Regional NSW

Weekly incident summary

Week ending 29 March 2024

This incident summary provides information on reportable incidents and safety advice for the NSW
mining industry. To report an incident to the NSW Resources Regulator: phone 1300 814 609
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

At a glance

NSW

GOVERNMENT

High level summary of emerging trends and our recommendations to operators.

Number

Type
Reportable incident total 34
Summarised incident total 3

Summarised incidents

Incident type
Dangerous
incident
IncNot0046613

Underground
metals mine

Fire or explosion

Summary

After filling a service truck underground, the
service truck was trammed back and parked
up. The operator noticed a flame in the
transmission area of the service truck. The
automatic fire suppression system was used
to extinguish the flame and a fire extinguisher
was used when a secondary flare up was
observed.

An initial investigation suggested a possible
overflow of hydrocarbons during refuelling
made contact with hot components of the
truck during tramming.

Comments to industry

Refuelling systems must be
engineered and matched with the fuel
tank, breather, and delivery systems.
Confirm that overflow piping and
breathers direct fuel away from
ignition points.

Refer to:

SB21-01 Fires occur while refuelling
plant

SB15-03 Fires ignite while refuelling
mobile plant with quick-fill fuel
systems

resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au



http://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/sb21-01-refuelling-fires.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/sb21-01-refuelling-fires.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/sb15-03-fires-ignite-while-refuelling-mobile-plant.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/sb15-03-fires-ignite-while-refuelling-mobile-plant.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/sb15-03-fires-ignite-while-refuelling-mobile-plant.pdf
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Incident type
Dangerous
incident
IncNot0046615

Open cut coal
mine

Fire or explosion

Dangerous
incident

IncNot0046622

Open cut coal
mine

Summary

A fitter working on a haul truck in a workshop
bumped a can of spray that fell onto the
alternator terminals causing a fire. The fitter
suffered facial burns and was taken to
hospital.

While pressure testing poly pipe during
commissioning, the end cap ejected 50
metres, landing 2 metres from a worker. The
failure occurred 20 minutes into a 25-minute

KT
35!

test. No-one was injured

Comments to industry

The following issues contributed to
the incident:

Before starting work on or around
engines when using contact cleaner
products, the battery system should
be full isolated.

Alternatives to ‘highly flammable’
sprays should be considered and live
alternator terminals should remain
covered to prevent inadvertent
contact with the terminals.

This incident is being investigated
and a safety Information will be
published shortly.

Pressure testing of any welded
polyethylene, (or other plastic) pipe,
should be carried out in accordance
with a safe work procedure (SWP)
that is documented and has been
endorsed by the mine’s statutory
mechanical engineer.

All workers conducting pressure
testing should be trained and
assessed as being competent in that
SWP.
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Incident type Summary Comments to industry

Note: While the majority of incidents are reported and recorded within a week of the event, some are notified
outside this time period. The incidents in this report therefore have not necessarily occurred in a one-week
period. All newly recorded incidents, whatever the incident date, are reviewed by the Chief Inspector and
senior staff each week. For more comprehensive statistical data refer to our annual performance measures
reports.

© State of New South Wales through Regional NSW 2024. You may copy, distribute, display, download and otherwise
freely deal with this publication for any purpose, provided that you attribute Regional NSW as the owner. However, you
must obtain permission if you wish to charge others for access to the publication (other than at cost); include the
publication in advertising or a product for sale; modify the publication; or republish the publication on a website. You may
freely link to the publication on a departmental website.

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing
(April 2024) and may not be accurate, current or complete. The State of New South Wales (including Regional NSW), the
author and the publisher take no responsibility, and will accept no liability, for the accuracy, currency, reliability or
correctness of any information included in the document (including material provided by third parties). Readers should
make their own inquiries and rely on their own advice when making decisions related to material contained in this
publication.
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