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Weekly incident summary 

Week ending 1 September 2023 
This incident summary provides information on reportable incidents and safety advice for the NSW 
mining industry. To report an incident to the NSW Resources Regulator: phone 1300 814 609  
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

At a glance 

High level summary of emerging trends and our recommendations to operators. 

Type   Number 

Reportable incident total 48 

Summarised incident total 2 

Summarised incidents 

Incident type Summary Comments to industry 

Severe incident 

IncNot0045312 

Entanglement – 
Mechanical 
Engineering Control 
Plan 

 

 

A worker’s arm was amputated when it 
became entangled in the tail drum of a 
crusher conveyor. The worker was 
trapped for 4 hours while emergency 
medical procedures were undertaken. 

This incident is under investigation and an 
investigation report will be released at a 
later date. 

Dangerous incident 

IncNot0045309 

Open cut coal 

Fire or explosion 

 

A broken-down service truck caught 
fire while the truck was being towed. 
Most of the onboard fluids were 
drained from the service truck before it 
was towed.  

Once the fire was identified, the tow 
vehicle was disconnected but efforts to 
extinguish the fire failed. 

A forensic fire expert has been engaged. 
Further findings may be communicated in 
future. 
 
Refer to:  

• MDG41 Fluid power systems 

• MDG15 Guideline for mobile and 

transportable plant for use at 

mines (other than underground 

coal mines) 

• Fire on mobile plant webpage  

http://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/
https://nsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8b64a3fbc7f2ff2db8ec673b&id=7a31151752&e=4f7718ce85
https://nsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8b64a3fbc7f2ff2db8ec673b&id=ca6ab5575c&e=4f7718ce85
https://nsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8b64a3fbc7f2ff2db8ec673b&id=ca6ab5575c&e=4f7718ce85
https://nsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8b64a3fbc7f2ff2db8ec673b&id=ca6ab5575c&e=4f7718ce85
https://nsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8b64a3fbc7f2ff2db8ec673b&id=ca6ab5575c&e=4f7718ce85
https://nsw.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8b64a3fbc7f2ff2db8ec673b&id=26fbe9a241&e=4f7718ce85
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Incident type Summary Comments to industry 

 

Other Resources Regulator news 

Consultation closes next Friday – Discussion paper - Vehicle interaction controls 
Consultation for the Discussion paper - Vehicle interaction controls closes soon. The Resources 
Regulator is seeking feedback to help us address adverse vehicle interactions in the NSW Mining 
Industry. 

Consultation is open until 5pm, Friday 8 September 2023. 

To provide your feedback visit the website. 

Other publications of interest 

The incidents are included for your review. The NSW Resources Regulator does not endorse the 
findings or recommendations of these incidents. It is your legal duty to exercise due diligence to 
ensure the business complies with its work health and safety obligations. 

Publication Issue/topic 

                                          International (other, non-fatal) 

NZ MinEx A loader was loading a high-sided box trailer at a quarry.  As the loader operator lifted 
the loaded bucket and approached the trailer, he felt some instability and reversed 
abruptly causing the loader to topple forward, then return back on its wheels and 
continue uncontrolled in reverse.  The operator was thrown against the cabin window 
and lost control of the loader. He sustained injuries to his head and shoulder.  Another 
person came to his aid and turned the loader off. 

Details 

 National (fatal) 

Resources Safety 
& Health 
Queensland 

Resources Safety and Health Queensland has published an investigation report into 
the death of a 25-year-old Queensland quarry worker who suffered fatal injuries when 
he lost control of the articulated dump truck he was operating at Jacks Quarry in 2018. 

https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/our-role/legislation/public-consultation
https://www.minex.org.nz/assets/Safety-alerts-2023/Uncontrolled-movement-of-loader-final.pdf
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Publication Issue/topic 

Details 

 National (other, non-fatal) 

WorkSafe Victoria Lithium-ion batteries are found in many products. These products may be used, stored 
or charged in a workplace or an area under the management and control of an 
organisation. When overheated, lithium-ion batteries of all sizes can catch fire. The 
fire is often hard to put out and the smoke from the fire can be toxic. Larger battery 
packs can pose a significant risk if the lithium-ion battery overheats and catches fire. 
Some sprinkler systems may not be capable of suppressing or controlling a large 
lithium-ion battery fire. 
Details 

Resources Safety 
& Health 
Queensland 

A bulldozer fell backwards into a coal valve void during train load-out operations on 4 
November 2022. The investigation for this incident has now closed with a number of 
recommendations to avoid future dozer stockpile incidents. This particular incident 
was one of several involving dozers from 2022 and 2023. 
Details 

Note: While the majority of incidents are reported and recorded within a week of the event, some are notified 
outside this time period. The incidents in this report therefore have not necessarily occurred in a one-week 
period. All newly recorded incidents, whatever the incident date, are reviewed by the Chief Inspector and 
senior staff each week. For more comprehensive statistical data refer to our annual performance measures 
reports. 

© State of New South Wales through Regional NSW 2023. You may copy, distribute, display, download and otherwise 
freely deal with this publication for any purpose, provided that you attribute Regional NSW as the owner. However, you 
must obtain permission if you wish to charge others for access to the publication (other than at cost); include the 
publication in advertising or a product for sale; modify the publication; or republish the publication on a website. You may 
freely link to the publication on a departmental website. 
Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing 
(September 2023) and may not be accurate, current or complete. The State of New South Wales (including Regional NSW), 
the author and the publisher take no responsibility, and will accept no liability, for the accuracy, currency, reliability or 
correctness of any information included in the document (including material provided by third parties). Readers should 
make their own inquiries and rely on their own advice when making decisions related to material contained in this 
publication. 

Document control 

CM9 reference DOC23/246939 

Mine safety reference ISR23-34 

Date published 8 September 2023 

Authorised by Director Regulatory Operations Mine Safety 
Office of the Chief Inspector 

 

https://www.rshq.qld.gov.au/resources/documents/serious-accidents-and-high-potential-incidents/RSHQ-Summary-Report-regarding-death-of-Adam-Malone.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Message-from-the-Chief-Inspector&utm_content=Fatality+Report&utm_source=comms.rshq.qld.gov.au
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/safety-alerts/lithium-ion-battery-fires
https://www.rshq.qld.gov.au/safety-notices/mines/dozer-falls-into-coal-stockpile-void
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