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Teenagers injured in a vehicle rollover at a gravel quarry
Incident date: 29 October 2022

Event: Teenagers injured in a vehicle rollover at a gravel quarry

Location: Mills Gravel Quarry

Overview

Three teenagers were injured when the all-terrain vehicle (ATV) they were travelling in rolled over at
a quarry. One of the teenagers suffered serious internal injuries after being pinned beneath the ATV.

The quarry

Mills Gravel Quarry is at Soldiers Settlement Road, Bective, about 25 km north-west of Tamworth,
NSW. It is a hard rock quarry operated by Tamworth Regional Council (the mine operator). Excavated
materials are crushed periodically by a contractor engaged by the mine operator. The mine operator
draws from stockpiles of crushed material maintained on site as required.

The quarry is on land owned by a third party. The quarry is separated from neighbouring farmland by
fencing. At the time of the incident, there were at least 2 openings in the fence between the farm
and quarry that permitted access.

Figure 1 Quarry and surrounding farmland
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Figure 2 Open gate permitting access between the quarry and surrounding farmland
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The incident

Three teenagers in an ATV accessed the quarry during the afternoon of Saturday, 29 October 2022.
It is believed that access to the quarry was gained through one of the open access points to the
quarry. The ATV travelled up an embankment, which had a 19 percent grade. The ATV rolled over and
at least one of the occupants became caught underneath the ATV.

Emergency services attended the scene. One of the occupants of the ATV is believed to have
suffered serious internal injuries and was airlifted to John Hunter Hospital, Newcastle. The other
occupants were transported to Tamworth Hospital suffering minor injuries.

Figure 3. ATV following rollover
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The investigation

The Regulator has commenced an investigation to determine the cause and circumstances of the
incident. The investigation will explore, among other things, the arrangements for access and
security of the quarry and whether the arrangements presented any risks to health and safety. The
mine operator, landowner and the contractor are co-operating with the investigation. A report will
be published when the investigation is concluded.

Further information
Please refer to the following guidance materials:

e Resources Regulator Guide: Health and safety at quarries

About this information release

The Regulator has issued this information to draw attention to the occurrence of a serious incident
in the mining industry. Further information may be published as it becomes available.

Visit our website to:
e learn more about our work on causal investigations and emergency response

e view our publications on other causal investigations.

© State of New South Wales through Regional NSW 2022. You may copy, distribute, display, download and otherwise
freely deal with this publication for any purpose, provided that you attribute Regional NSW as the owner. However, you
must obtain permission if you wish to charge others for access to the publication (other than at cost); include the
publication in advertising or a product for sale; modify the publication; or republish the publication on a website. You may
freely link to the publication on a departmental website.

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing
(November 2022) and may not be accurate, current or complete. The State of New South Wales (including Regional NSW),
the author and the publisher take no responsibility, and will accept no liability, for the accuracy, currency, reliability or
correctness of any information included in the document (including material provided by third parties). Readers should
make their own inquiries and rely on their own advice when making decisions related to material contained in this
publication.
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