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Death of miner at opal mine : Worker struck by light vehicle at quarry
On 14 October 2020, an opal miner suffered fatal injuries On 24 May 2021, a worker suffered fatal injuries after
while working at an underground opal mine. The miner was i being struck by a light vehicle. The worker was kneeling
investigating a fault with the mine’s material hoist on the i down to retrieve dropped items from the ground, when
surface of the mine. A short time later the miner was found i the driver of the light vehicle performed a left-hand
unresponsive in the sump of the hoist shaft, approximately U-turn. The driver did not see the worker and the front
seven metres beneath the surface. The injuries sustained i passenger side of the vehicle struck the worker.

by the miner are consistent with a fall from height. The

cause of the fall has not been determined. See Investigation Information Release [IR21-07 for more

information.

See Investigation Information Release [IR20-12 for more
\information. y
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Serious injuries ” 117 FROM 106 IN 2019-20

Overall increases were observed in serious injuries caused by fractures and wounds, lacerations and amputations to
the trunk or chest and hands, fingers and wrists. Refer to the main report for a detailed analysis of serious injuries
and illnesses including bodily location, nature, mechanism and employment type since 2018-19.
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Fatal and serious injuries snapshot
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Fatal and serious injuries by sector (one person = 2 injuries)
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https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1269071/IIR20-12-Miner-dies-at-underground-opal-mine.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1318522/Investigation-Information-release-West-Wyalong-Fatality-24-May-2021_F.pdf
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Five year average serious injury frequency
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Five year average lost time injury frequency
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Five year average total recordable injury
frequency rate
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Annual incident notification frequency rate
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Incident notification profile 2020-21
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Notices issued by sector
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Notices issued by type
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Total hours worked in 2020-21
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For more information \

This overview was first published in November 2021 with data current at October 2021.

To read the full Mine Safety Performance Report for 2020 - 2021, and other safety
publications, visit our website.
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https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1376078/Mine-Safety-Performance-Report-2020-2021.pdf
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/safety-and-health/publications/safety-performance-measures
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1376078/Mine-Safety-Performance-Report-2020-2021.pdf



